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Prep players join 
protests during 
national anthem 


Students’ action against injustice 
garners praise and punishment across 
the nation. In Sports 
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IN NEWS 


CIA kept distance 
from Kennedy killer 


Records reveal agency’s actions 
shortly after 1963 assassination 


Newfound galaxy 
dates to Big Bang 


Distant system close to being one 
of the first galaxies formed 


IN MONEY 


Bulls or bears? How 
will stocks end 2017? 


We check in with three top stock 
strategists for their predictions 


IN SPORTS 


Clemson is right 
were it wants to be 


Defending champs not as great as last 
year, yet Tigers remain in title hunt 


Johnson faces 
NASCAR must win 


For shot at 8th title, Johnson has to 
win Sunday’s final elimination race 


IN LIFE 


Perception of sexual 
harassment varies 


Baby Boomer women are more likely 
to look the other way than Millennials 


Everything’s Deja 
new for Lyric Ross 


Actress joins cast of This is Us as 
foster child taken in by the Pearsons 
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USA SNAPSHOTS? 


of Americans believe 
that the USA should 
invest only in space & 


programs that have an 
immediate benefit to 
life on Earth. 


SOURCE Brodeur Space Entrepreneur 
survey of 615 adults 
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MASS SHOOTING IN TEXAS 


Video shows peace 
so savagely stolen 


Baptist Church 
= of Sutherland Springs 
JOIN US 


FALL FEST 
OCT 31 6 T0 8PM 


pastor Bryan Holcombe was among those killed in Sunday’s shooting attack. COURTNEY SACCO/USA TODAY NETWORK 


Church recorded 
fellowship from last 
Sunday before attack 


Rick Hampson 
USA TODAY 


We can’t watch the last morning at 
Sandy Hook Elementary or the last 
evening at Windows on the World. But 
online for all to see is the last Sunday 
service before calamity befell First 
Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, 
Texas. 

The video, one of more than 160 the 
church recorded each Sunday and 
posted on its website over the past 
three years, shows a congregation like 
any other — delighting in fellowship, 
concerned about attendance, focused 
on such quotidian details as the Sun- 
day breakfast hosts’ rotation and the 
Fall Festival Day celebration on Hal- 
loween. 

Regarding the latter, Pastor Frank 
Pomeroy asks for prayers “for the safe- 
ty of the folks on the hayride.” 


The irony, as when the service turns 
later to faith, life and death, is in retro- 
spect overwhelming. 

The congregation on Oct. 29 con- 
sisted of about three dozen people. 
Since we know that a gunman killed 26 
worshipers the following Sunday and 
wounded at least 20 others, we won- 
der what happened to those in the 
video, such as the woman signing for 
the hard of hearing, the two guitar 
players or the kid running around on 
the altar. 

We hear good-natured lamenta- 
tions about inconsistent attendance — 
up one week, down the next. We won- 
der who stayed away the following 
week and who came. 

We know Bryan Holcombe came. 

His title was associate pastor, but 
he looked like anyone else in the infor- 
mal congregation. We can see him in 
jeans and a colorful, open-necked flo- 
ral print shirt. He grinned a lot. He al- 
ways sat in the fifth pew from the 
front, on the left, in the seat closest to 
the wall. 


See VIDEO, Page 6A 


Air Force didn’t pass 
on info that would 
ban killer from guns 


Tom Vanden Brook, Jim Michaels 
and Kevin Johnson 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - The Air Force 
failed to flag Devin Kelley as banned 
from buying the weapons he used to 
kill 26 people and wound 20 worship- 
ers at a South Texas church Sunday, 
the Air Force acknowledged late Mon- 
day. 

Kelley’s domestic violence offense 
was not entered into the National 
Criminal Information Center database 
by Air Force officials at Holloman Air 
Force Base where he had served, Ann 
Stefanek, an Air Force spokeswoman, 
said in a statement. 

The Air Force was required to pro- 
vide the information to the database 
because Kelley was convicted of do- 


See GUNS, Page 6A 


PRESIDENT TRUMP 
ONE YEAR LATER 


Trump makes his own 
mark on Washington 


Susan Page 
USA TODAY 


In the year since his election, Don- 
ald Trump has changed Washington 
more than Washington has changed 
him. 

With that, the nation’s 45th presi- 
dent has upended yet another norm — 
in this case, the assumption that mov- 
ing into the White House will have a so- 
bering influence on a newly elected 
commander in chief. Facing awesome 
responsibilities and the sudden re- 
sponsibility for governing, a new presi- 
dent typically moves to moderate his 
rhetoric and reach out to old foes, at 


USA TODAY ANALYSIS 


least for a while. Campaign promises 
are adjusted to acknowledge political 
realities and competing power centers. 

Not this time. 

Instead, Trump continues to be the 
unpredictable bludgeon familiar from 
the 2016 campaign. He has forced 
Washington to adjust to him — accel- 
erating the pace, raising the temper- 
ature and widening the fractures in 
both parties. In short: louder, faster, 


See ANALYSIS, Page 2A 


TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT 
MONEY, 1B 


D mewhere you 


‘A workers’ market’ 


With holiday hiring in full swing, 
some industries find themselves 

in a precarious position as recruiters 
seek to add to their payrolls amid an 
unemployment rate that is now at a 
17-year low of 4.1%. LM OTERO/AP 
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